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Obedience  Views 

Please note: In this Newsletter...all upcoming events/ classes 

and the dates that they are scheduled for, are very much subject 

to change.  

MDTC June 2020 President’s Report 

Hello all MDTC members! Welcome Back! Classes have now resumed for 

Obedience, Agility, and Flyball! Thank you for your patience during this na-

tional emergency. 

The board of directors met on May 18th and the club also had a general 

membership meeting on May 27th to update our new club policies and pro-

cedures. We are basically still following the social (physical) distancing 

rules of the Covid-19 pandemic, but contact your instructor/director 

of training for more specifics. 

Unfortunately, most, if not all club exhibitions, demonstrations, and compe-

titions have been cancelled for the summer, including the June AKC show 

and the State Fair in August. Social Sundays have also been postponed for 

the foreseeable future. Since the Brewers are not playing baseball (yet?), 

the club volunteers who work the games to raise money for the club 

have not been needed (yet!). As spring turns into summer and then fall, I 

hope conditions change so our club can interact more with each other and 

the public. 

The club officer and board member elections are this month, so please try 

to attend the general club meeting on Wednesday, June 24th to vote. 

Please remember that membership/class dues are once again active un-

less members request otherwise. 

On a personal note, while I am currently and would like to continue to be 

the club president and an instructor, I will not be attending club functions 

for a while on the advice of my doctor. I am in the high risk group for the 

Covid-19 virus due to being a recovering leukemia/ bone marrow 

transplant patient. I hope to return to my duties as soon as possible. 

Once again, welcome back! 

 

Mark Anderson 

mailto:webmaster@milwaukeedog.com?subject=MDTC%20Web%20Site
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Kim Rinzel 
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The Officer Positions (President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasur-

er) are one year positions and are up for election every year.  The Board 

Member positions are three year positions. 

   The election will be held at the General meeting on June 24th.  At that 

time, all candidates for office will have a few minutes to state why they are 

interested in running for the position. 

MDTC ELECTION TIME 

Dog Lovers, we have a way to earn some money from Smileamazon.com  

We are now enrolled in Smile Amazon.com, the charitable arm that will do-

nate.05% of each sale that is placed on the Smile Amazon site.  That mon-

ey will come directly to us on a quarterly basis. 

Just log on to your Amazon account and copy and paste this link, 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1230626 

The Amazon site may ask you to refresh the page and  ask if you want to 

make Milwaukee Dog  Training Club your  default  charitable donation.  

Yes, you do! 

SMILE AMAZON FOR MDTC   

HAND SANITIZER AND YOUR PETS 

The Coronavirus has shaped how we clean, how often we clean, and what 

type of products we're cleaning with! Pet Poison Helpline advises 

which household materials can be extremely dangerous for pets — whether 

ingested or when they come into contact with your pet's eyes or skin. They 

also answer questions about hand sanitizer, with varying toxicity levels 

based on the amount ingested. Bottom line, regardless of poison level, be 

sure to keep all cleaning chemicals out of your pet's reach! 

SPEED JOKES 

Back by popular demand……. 

 A dog walks into a job center. ‘Wow, a talking dog,’ says the clerk. 

‘With your talent I’m sure we can find you a gig in the circus.’ ‘The  

      circus?’ says the dog. ‘What does a circus want with a plumber?’  

 

 What do you get if you cross a Rottweiler and a hyena? I don’t know 

but I recommend you join in if it laughs.  

 
Q: What’s more amazing than a talking dog? 
 
A: A spelling bee. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1230626
https://akcreunite.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd1d2f3811b7842ca2d564c7b&id=eff47af56f&e=2e522aefcc
https://akcreunite.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd1d2f3811b7842ca2d564c7b&id=c1c40a7470&e=2e522aefcc


MDTC DOT REPORT 

Whew! What a weird time for the world right now. I’m so glad that we have working with our dogs to look 

forward to. 

A few COVID related things to keep in mind for now: 

Masks are encouraged but optional. 

Social distancing will be enforced. 

Washing hands or hand sanitizer is encouraged. 

If we all work together, we keep each other safe. 

We’re off to a great start to the outdoor training season. Here are a few things to keep in mind when 

training outside: 

Please pick up after your dog right away. There are garbage cans for disposal on the field.  

When entering or exiting the training, watch for classes still going on. Please walk around a class 

that is session rather than through a class. 

Bring water for your dog every time you train. Keep the water at room temperature (not too hot, not 

too cold). Dogs get thirsty even on cool days. Bring water for yourself, as well! 

The classes will train in all kinds of weather (even if it is raining). Classes are only cancelled if there 

is a threat of lightning. Our goal is to have dogs that are connected to their handlers under all 

conditions (not just sunny days). If you are wondering about class cancellations, call the Club 

answering machine for updates or check the Facebook page. 

Heel Down season will resume soon. I am hoping that once we are back in the routine of training we can 

bring back the Heel Down competition. We’ll explain more about this monthly, casual competition once 

we get closer to a start date. 

Social Sundays will be temporarily cancelled. Once we have a regular plan in place, we’ll start up this 

favorite event again. 

One last thing…Now that we are moving to outdoor training, watch where your class is meeting. The 

class locations in the parking lot and/or on the field will be shifting so that we can better adjust to the 

new needs. Classes will move from the parking lot onto the field in the next couple of weeks. 

Enjoy being outside and welcome back! 

~ Kim Rinzel 

 

MDTC MEMBERSHIP 

To all members whose membership renewal date was 3/1/2020 or later.  MDTC has responded to our 60 
day shut down by extending everyone’s membership by 60 days – for all disciplines you have signed up 
for.  This means anyone that received a membership renewal letter for March will be getting a new one 
(unless you paid your renewal) with a May date.  I will allow the month of June for renewals to come in 
and if not received, you will be inactivated.  If you already know you are not renewing, please send an 
email to Info@milwaukeedog.com stating that you (and your dog) are not planning on continuing. (This 
goes for anyone that knows they will not be continuing – it will help us not guess what you intend) 
Moving forward, any membership that is not renewed 35 days after it expires will be inactivated unless I 
hear from the member.  
As always, if you have any questions you can stop in at the desk and ask.  
(Remember only 2 people allowed in the clubhouse at a time) 
 
Dale 

mailto:Info@milwaukeedog.com


 

MILWAUKEE DOG TRAINING CLUB 
General Membership Meeting  

Wednesday, May 27, 2020 

7:32- Meeting is called to order by Mari.   

Present:  Mari, Kris, Tracy, Joanne  

Not present: Mark  

SECRETARY’S REPORT: We have received numerous donations from members recently.  Checks are now 

to the treasurer for cashing.   

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Thank you to those members who came to the meeting.  Mark is not here, he 

won’t be coming to meetings for a while as he is a leukemia survivor.   Training starts this weekend.  New 

class on June 7th, extracurriculars after class on the 14th.  Though many of the events have been can-

celled, this will allow us extra opportunity to work with our dogs.  Hales Corners Library may still have demo.  

Thanks to those who helped out at the sports show. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Not a whole lot of activity in the accounts.  Lost 12,000 from Transamerica due 

to market losses. 

 DOT: Kim provided details for the expectations as classes are starting once again.  Members return on 

Sunday 5/29.  Classes will meet on parking lot, and we will judge with time how classes can return to the 

field once we see how many people are returning to classes.  June 7th the new class begins and everyone 

will move up, except advanced novice so that the new group will have space.  Instructors will have the ability 

to return a team to the previous class as necessary.  The split in Open will remain.  We would like to have a 

formal achievement trial in the fall.  Expect the dogs to act differently.  They will want to see other dogs and 

people, but they cannot.  Your patience with your dog and each other, as well as the instructors is essential.  

 Social distancing is required, masks are encouraged, but not required.  No contact work will be completed.  

Stand for exam will be done by the dogs handler.  Figure 8 will need to be moved further apart, jump stand-

ards can be used.  Work together to make this work safely for everyone.  Hand sanitizer is a great idea, but 

be cautious with how much your dog licks you.  Please don’t pet other people’s dogs at this time.  Hand san-

itizer stations will be available, but please bring your own.  If something makes you uncomfortable, then 

don’t do it.  Don’t come if you are sick, or questionable, please do NOT come to class.  There will not be so-

cial Sundays for some time.  There will be a 2 person limit in the clubhouse, other than the person behind 

the desk.  Please be patient.  Bring water for yourself and your dog, it will be hot through the summer.  

Closed toe shoes are required, wear the longest pants that are comfortable for you.  Because blacktop can 

get hot very quickly, we need to possibly change out training areas.  No dogs should be left in your car.  We 

are all learning as we go.  The table will be moved from under the tree to prevent loitering.  Please be pa-

tient and understanding if you are asked to spread out.  Remember that the bathroom will be a long way 

from the training area.  

-If you need someone to hold your dog, please use a second leash (can be given to the instructors or in the 

clubhouse).  The area at the very far end of the field can hold another class.   

-Pop up tents could be used to provide some shade if people are overheating.   

-Please get your dog used to training with a mask on if this is how you plan to train.   

-Please let Kim know if you have any other ideas or concerns.   



-Tracy has sent out agility information and guidelines.  The only difference is that people setting up MUST 

be spaced out around the course.  Friday night agility masks MUST be worn when you aren’t running the 

course.  Use work gloves to touch equipment.  Sanitize hands before and after touching equipment.  Spots 

will be held for those that need more time.  Masks must be worn in the shed.  Only two people in the shed 

at one time.   

Dawn- Flyball is very difficult to do while practicing social distancing.  Teams must be in close proximity.  

Dawn has offered to allow teams to take extra time if need be.  Beginner class might be put on hold for an-

other month to help figure out how things will work.   

Agility: Fun match moved to 10/31, if not clear then it will be moved again. Classes will continue as usual 

as they are in small groups. Re: equipment wash your hands after touching the equipment. Agility classes  

go outside.   

Flyball: The new class is going very well, great new dogs. As of right now, Dawn is still continuing to hold 

classes. 

Membership/ sales: Dale has added 60 days to the account of every member who was active at the time of 

shut down in March.  If someone wants to wait for more time to rejoin, please come to the desk or call/ 

email to request an extension.  We still have grey shirts left for $10.   

Dale made a change in the renewal letter saying to let us know if they wont be renewing and we have be-

gun to receive notes from those who will not be renewing.  

Buildings and grounds: The field looks beautiful and the grounds crew has fixed holes and removed a big 

pile of garbage.   

Puppy Class: August 

Social committee: No social Sunday.  Picnic is on so far, because we will be outdoors, probably August or 

September.  

Good and welfare: Dawn has a new puppy.  BJ lost White Sheeba, Tori Spencer lost her puppy.    

Exhibitions: Most everything has been canceled.  State Fair is still not sure, (now cancelled) Barktoberfest 

is moved out to the Saturday after Labor Day.    

FUNDRAISING: Brewers won’t be playing with fans in the stands.  7/19- sign painting at indoor club.   

Kathi's Matching Fundraiser- 

-Suggestion from Laura to do a flower bulb fundraiser.  It can be done online.  Laura will be helping  

-Amazon Smile fundraiser.  Look for info in the newsletter as well as a link on Facebook.  

AKC show- Cancelled  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  There are two board positions open- Martha and Daryl.  Slate of candidates, 

all board Mark pres, Mari VP, Kris- Treasurer.  Secretary positions. Erin Ruppel has been nominated, Mari 

asks for nominations for President- none  VP- none, Nominations- Secretary- Erin Rupple, no others, 

Treasurer- None, Nominations for board of directors- none.  We will be doing elections differently due to 

COVID.  Since there are no nominations tonight, everyone will be in.  Open to membership questions- Mike 

motions for a voice vote to change rules temporarily. ,Claude seconded if unanimous, all in favor motion 

passes.  

MILWAUKEE DOG TRAINING CLUB 
General Membership Meeting  

Continued 



Mari motions to vote in board- motion passes.  Erin is invited to the next board meeting 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

-Looking into Square, BJ explained that this has been helpful to her business and that people who use cred-

it cards will pay a service fee.  Other members suggest Venmo and Cash App.  WIth those apps the payor 

pays the fee.   

NEW BUSINESS: 

Insurance payment for outdoor club is due.   

PUPPY CLASS: Deb emailed with concerns regarding Puppy Class which is scheduled to begin August.  

She suggests that we might need to cancel class with a prorated discount or put the amount towards obedi-

ence class. Deb feels class should not be held due to dangers of COVID-19.  Joanne and Dale are still will-

ing to teach this class.   

New Class:   

-There will be 18 new teams starting on 6/7 

-Any money paid for Achievement Trial will be held for when it happens, unless someone asks for their fee 

back.  

-BJ asks about the land search committee.  Board will discuss this at the next meeting.   

-Question about club t-shits and sweatshirts, some people are waiting for the order to be placed as orders 

must  

Mike motions to adjourn the meeting at 8:31 PM, Kris seconds.  Meeting adjourned.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Joanne McMillan, Board Secretary 

MILWAUKEE DOG TRAINING CLUB 
General Membership Meeting  

Continued 



THE HUMAN-ANIMAL BOND 

1. Pets Reduce Our Stress 
We all feel stress; it’s part of being human. But luckily for us, the power to alleviate stress is one of the best 
parts of being canine (or feline!). The simple act of petting a furry animal can lower blood pressure and 
heart rates. And the tail-wagging and purring we get in return can warm our hearts and heighten the calm-
ing effect. 
There’s a reason for this relationship between pet therapy and mental health: Pets can perform a special 
kind of magic. When we pet and cuddle with our furry buddies, our brains release “feel good,” or happiness 
hormones, and we experience a decrease in stress hormones. This process boosts mood and can even 
relieve pain. 
So snuggle up! It’s good for both of you. 
 
2. Pets Help Us Fight Off Depression 
Having a bad day? Chances are your fur baby has your back. Pets have an uncanny way of sensing when 
we’re down, and they’re often right there to comfort us. They crawl into our laps, stay close and even kiss 
our tears away. 
Pets help us to fight depression in part because they’re not self-sufficient (sorry, cat parents!). They count 
on us to take care of them. This need for caretaking gets us up and moving when we’d rather stay in bed or 
binge-watch Netflix from the couch. The dog needs walking, or the cat needs her breakfast. Having some-
one else’s needs to see to takes our minds off our own troubles. 
 
3. Pets Help with Social Isolation and Loneliness 
We know that pets can have a significant impact on quality of life and mental health. This is particularly true 
for anyone who lives alone or is otherwise socially isolated. Pets help to relieve loneliness and increase so-
cialization. 
Pet ownership can also give older adults or others who live alone a sense of purpose and add meaning to 
their lives. Pets provide comfort and companionship and can even foster the formation of friendships. 
This is especially true for dog owners who walk their dogs. It gets them out of the house, where they often 

run into neighbors who are working in their yards or walking their own dogs. These incidental meetings are 

excellent opportunities to strike up conversations  

4. Pets Encourage Exercise and Activity 

Speaking of dog walking, dog parents know that exercise is essential to a dog’s health and well-being, and 
too little of it can cause behavior problems. 

Exercise is a critical component of mental health for humans, too; the more we do it, the better we feel. 

Our dogs motivate us to get off the couch and take a walk. A recent study shows that people who walk their 
dogs are more likely to reach a healthy level of moderate-intensity physical activity overall — an outcome 
that’s good for the heart and soul. 

5. Pets Make Us Healthier and More Resilient 

Owning pets can improve our physical health and resiliency. Doctors overwhelmingly agree: 97% of physi-
cians who responded to a recent survey feel there are health benefits to owning a pet. What’s more, 75% 
reported that they saw improvement in the physical health of one or more patients, and 87% said they saw 
improvement in patients’ mood or outlook. 

That’s powerful medicine! So how do pets do it? 

For starters, they offer unconditional love, which can increase confidence and self-esteem in their humans. 
And the care and exercise they require can boost our mental and physical health. 

And remember those happiness hormones? They produce physical as well as psychological benefits to pet 
ownership, both of which may contribute to improved resiliency. 

Have You Hugged Your Pet Today? 

So what does all of this mean for mental health awareness? Simply that pet ownership can make us happi-
er, healthier, less lonely, and more likely to exercise – all of which contribute to our mental health. 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11641292/
https://www.foundanimals.org/just-best-friends-dogs-mental-health/
https://www.foundanimals.org/just-best-friends-dogs-mental-health/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08927936.2019.1569906?src=recsys
https://www.foundanimals.org/just-best-friends-dogs-mental-health/
https://www.foundanimals.org/just-best-friends-dogs-mental-health/
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0122085
https://journals.humankinetics.com/view/journals/jpah/12/s1/article-pS102.xml?rskey=ItijzK&result=4
https://habri.org/2014-physician-survey


SHOW WINS AND BRAGS  

MDTC ACHIEVEMENT TRIAL 

 POSTPONED 

Please watch for a new date  and continue to practice. 

Sam and Evan Emmons and Ember:  On May 22 the Spinone Club of America honored Ember with 
the Ty Cup Award. The Ty Cup is awarded in recognition of the Spinone demonstrating exceptional per-
formance in three or more areas of activity. 

We are so proud of Ember (CH Mals-About My Lucky Star, UD, JH, CGC, TDI). Ember was born on May 
4, 2013. She suffered through teaching her mom the ropes in confirmation to CH, excelled in obedience 
receiving her Utility Title and High In Trial at the SCOA National in 2015 with her dad, and she loves hunt-
ing. She received a Prize 2 in NAVHDA Utility, her AKC Jr Hunter and is one leg shy of her Senior Hunter 
title. In her free time Ember visits nursing homes and schools which she’s done at least once a week 
since she was 1 year old. 

In addition to all these accomplishments, Ember is currently enrolled in 
the Canine Cancer Vaccination study at the University of Wisconsin. A 
five-year study to test a vaccination that could prevent cancer in dogs 
with implications for humans in the future. 

Thank you to the wonderful obedience instructors at Milwaukee Dog 



 June 2020 MDTC Calendar   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 

 

2 
     Flyball 

Team 
Practice 
6:30pm 

 
Beginner 

Flyball  
8-9pm 

3 
    

 
Outdoor 

 
ALL  

CLASSES 
7pm 

4 5 
Agility 

 
530pm-
630pm 
AG2 

6:30-8pm 
 
 

6  Agility   
 Outdoor 

Class 1 - 8:00-
9:15  
Class 2 - 9:15-
10:30  
Basic 10:15-
11:45  
Class 3 11:30-
12:45  

Class 4 12:45-

7  
 
 

OUTDOOR 
 

 
ALL 

CLASSES 
9AM 

 
 

New class 

8 
 

 

9 
     Flyball 

Team 
Practice 
6:30pm 

 
Beginner 

Flyball  
8-9pm 

 

10 
    

 
Outdoor 

 
ALL  

CLASSES 
7pm 

11 12 
Agility 

 
530pm-
630pm 

 
AG2 

6:30-8pm 
 

13   Agility   
 Outdoor 

Class 1 - 8:00-
9:15  
Class 2 - 9:15-
10:30  
Basic 10:15-
11:45  
Class 3 11:30-
12:45  
Class 4 12:45-

14 
 

OUTDOOR 
 

 
ALL 

CLASSES 
9AM 

 
 

15 
 

 

16   

     Flyball 
Team 

Practice 
6:30pm 

 
Beginner 

Flyball  
8-9pm 

17 
 

Outdoor 
 

ALL  
CLASSES 

7pm 

  

18 
 

 

19 
 

Agility 
 

530pm-
630pm 

 
AG2 

6:30-8pm 
 

20  Agility   
 Outdoor 

Class 1 - 8:00-
9:15  
Class 2 - 9:15-
10:30  
Basic 10:15-
11:45  
Class 3 11:30-
12:45  
Class 4 12:45-

21  
 

OUTDOOR 
 

 
ALL 

CLASSES 
9AM 

 

Happy 
Father’s 

Day 

22 
 
 

23 
     Flyball 

Team 
Practice 
6:30pm 

 
Beginner 

Flyball  
8-9pm 

24 
OUTDOOR 
TRAINING 

 
ALL 

CLASSES  
7PM 

Membership 
meeting 

     

25 
 
  
 

26 
!"Agility 

 
530pm-
630pm 

 
AG2 

6:30-8pm 
 

27  Agility   
 Outdoor 

Class 1 - 8:00-
9:15  
Class 2 - 9:15-
10:30  
Basic 10:15-
11:45  
Class 3 11:30-
12:45  
Class 4 12:45-

2:00  

24OUTDOOR 
 

ALL 
CLASSES 

9AM 
 

31 
OUTDOOR 

ALL 
CLASSES 

9AM 

29 
 

30 
     Flyball 

Team 
Practice 
6:30pm 

 
Beginner 

Flyball  
8-9pm 

    



   Would you like to receive your future newsletters via e-mail? It is fast, easy and in color! Just 

send your name and e-mail address to emkk@sbcglobal.net.    

 If you have an article, report or upcoming event you would like to see in future newsletters the deadline 

for submissions is the LAST WEDNESDAY of every month.  

The following are deadline dates.  If you send an article after these dates it will go in the following 

month’s newsletter, which means it will probably be outdated!  No exceptions! 

June 24, July 29 

www.milwaukeedog.com 

Be sure to visit our website.    

 

Our Facebook page is  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/milwaukeedogtrainingclub/ 

 July 2020 MDTC Calendar   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

     
 
   

 
 
 
 

1 
    

 
Outdoor 

 
ALL  

CLASSES 
7pm 

2 3 
Agility 

 
530pm-630pm 

AG2 
6:30-8pm 

 
 

4  
No Classes 
Holiday 
Weekend 
 

5  
 
 

OUTDOOR 
 

 
ALL 

CLASSES 
9AM 

 
 
 

6 
 

 

7 
     Flyball 

Team 
Practice 
6:30pm 

 
Beginner 

Flyball  
8-9pm 

 

 

8 
    

 
Outdoor 

 
ALL  

CLASSES 
7pm 

9 10 
Agility 

 
530pm-630pm 

 
AG2 

6:30-8pm 
 

11  AGILITY 

     Outdoor   
Class 1 - 8:00-
9:15  
Class 2 - 9:15-
10:30  
Basic 10:15-
11:45  
Class 3 11:30-
12:45  
Class 4 12:45-
2:00  

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/milwaukeedogtrainingclub/


Herding Rally 

Obedience Hunting 

Agility Scent Work Tracking 

The AKC has updated the online AKC Event Search & Results making it easier to find the right events for 
you and your dog. * 

The search now works across all your devices whether you’re on a desktop computer, tablet or 
smartphone. It also gives you more flexible ways to refines your search.  

Here’s how to find it. 

Go to American Kennel Club website at  www.akc.org. Click  on the Events tab at the top of the page. 

At the bottom of the events page you will find a link to the Events Calendar. This will take you to the AKC 
Event Search & Results. * 

        Searching for a specific American Kennel Club event? * 

 

Non-Discrimination Statement 
Milwaukee Dog Training Club does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion (creed), 
breed, gender, gender expression, age, national origin (ancestry), disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or 
military status, in any of its activities or operations. These activities include, but are not limited to, hiring and firing 
of staff, selection of volunteers and vendors, and provision of services. We are committed to providing an inclusive 
and welcoming environment for all members of our staff, clients, volunteers, subcontractors, vendors, and clients.  

*The AKC Sports & Events department is collaborating with Club Development to assist clubs 

with rescheduling events that they’ve decided to postpone amid the COVID-19 crisis. AKC staff is 

also working diligently to list all cancelled events on the event cancellation page as soon as noti-

fication of a cancellation or postponement is received.  Please go to www.akc.org/sports/event-

cancellations. 

http://www.akc.org

